Four decades of DNA repair: from early insights to current perspectives.
A brief history of the evolution of the DNA repair field over the past four decades is presented, as documented through the Proceedings from a selected series of five scientific meetings, beginning with the 1965 Radiation Microbiology Conference, held at the University of Chicago with only 40 participants, and extending through the 1988 UCLA Symposium on "Mechanisms and Consequences of DNA Damage Processing", convened in Taos, New Mexico, with over 400 participants. The published proceedings and recorded discussions from these early conferences contain notable insights, of which many have turned out to be remarkably clairvoyant while others must be reevaluated in light of recent discoveries and developments in the field.